
From: Kelly Bacon (CD)
To: "Spencer Parr"; "Josh Mitchell"
Subject: CU-20-00006 Swiftwater Storage - Transmittal of Comments
Date: Thursday, March 18, 2021 4:07:10 PM
Attachments: CU-20-00006 Swiftwater Storage Transmittal of Comments 3-18-21.pdf

CU-20-00006 Swiftwater Storage - Combined comments for Transmittal.pdf

Good afternoon,
 
Please see attached correspondence regarding your Conditional Use Permit application. 
 
CDS and WSDOE are requesting to schedule a joint onsite visit, once responses to the comments
have been provided.
 
If there are any questions, please contact me directly.
 
Thank you,
 
 

Kelly Bacon
Planner I
Kittitas County Community Development Services
411 N. Ruby Street, Ste 2
Ellensburg, WA 98926
Office: (509) 962-7539
Kelly.bacon.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us
 
Please Note:  In an effort to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 and the Governor’s "Safe Start" reopening plan, Kittitas
County Community Development Services is currently in Phase 3 and is open to the public in a limited capacity. At
this time many of us are on a rotating schedule working from home and in the office; during this time I will do my
best to respond to you as promptly as possible.
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March 18, 2021 
 
WLC Property Holdings, PLLC 
% Spencer Parr 
651 Strander Blvd, Ste 215 
Tukwila, WA 98188 
spencer@washingtonlawcenter.com 


Sent via email  
 
RE: Swiftwater Storage Conditional Use Application (CU-20-00006) 
 
Dear Applicant, 
 
Enclosed are the comments received regarding the Conditional Use Permit Application (CU-20-00005) during the comment 
period: 
 
March 2, 2021  Washington State Department of Health – Office of Drinking Water 
March 9, 2021  Yakama Nation Cultural Resources Program 
March 11, 2021  Yakama Nation Department of Natural Resources 
March 11, 2021  Kittitas County Public Health 
March 15, 2021  Washington State Department of Ecology 
March 15, 2021  Washington State Department of Natural Resources 
March 15, 2021  Washington State Department of Archeological and Historical Preservation 
March 16, 2021  Washington State Department of Transportation 
March 16, 2021  Public Comments – William Rohde 
March 16, 2021  Kittitas County Public Works 
March 17, 2021  Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 
March 17, 2021  Public Comments – Tyler Jensen 
March 17, 2021  Public Comments – Mark Olsen 
March 17, 2021  Public Comments – Jordan Howell 
 
Please review all comments and notify me of any questions. Feel free to respond to any comments and have them 
submitted by 5pm on April 1, 2021.  I will be issuing a decision recommendation based in part on the comments 
received. You will be notified if any of these comments require further action. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this matter, I can be reached by e-mail at:  kelly.bacon.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us 
 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Kelly Bacon 
Planner I 
Kittitas County Community Development Services 
(p) 509-962-7539  
kelly.bacon.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us 
 
 cc: Josh Mitchell        Via Email 
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State of Washington • Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation 
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March 15, 2021 


 
Kelly Bacon 
Planner I 
Kittitas County Community Development Services 
411 N. Ruby Street, Ste. 2 
Ellensburg, WA 98926 
 
In future correspondence please refer to: 
Project Tracking Code:        2021-03-01553 
Property: Kittitas County_Swiftwater Storage Project (CU-20-00006) 
Re:          Inadvertent Discovery Plan Requested 
 
Dear Kelly Bacon: 
 
Thank you for contacting the Washington State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) and 
Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation (DAHP) and providing documentation 
regarding the above referenced project. Our statewide predictive model indicates that there is a 
high probability of encountering cultural resources within the proposed project area. However, 
because it appears that ground disturbance for this project will be minimal, DAHP is not 
requesting a cultural resources survey at this time. We do ask that you prepare an inadvertent 
discovery plan (IDP) and prepare construction crews for the possibility of encountering 
archaeological material during ground disturbing activities. We also recommend consultation 
with the concerned Tribes' cultural committees and staff regarding cultural resource issues. 
 
These comments are based on the information available at the time of this review and on behalf 
of the SHPO in conformance with Washington State law. Should additional information become 
available, our assessment may be revised. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project. Should you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
 
Sydney Hanson 
Transportation Archaeologist 
(360) 280-7563 
Sydney.Hanson@dahp.wa.gov 







From: Mau, Russell E (DOH)
To: Kelly Bacon (CD)
Cc: DOH EPH DW ERO ADMIN; Smits, Brenda M (DOH); Holly Erdman
Subject: RE: Notice of Application - CU-20-00006 Swiftwater Storage
Date: Tuesday, March 2, 2021 1:58:18 PM


Kelly:


The Department of Health (DOH) Office of Drinking Water (ODW) has the following comment:
 


For “Utilities”, the applicant identifies an on-site well. If water is being provide to customers or staff/employees working on-site, then that use of
the water is considered “public” and the applicant would need to apply for a Group A (administered by DOH ODW) or Group B (administered by
Kittitas County Health), depending on the population being served, public water system.


 
That is our only comment at this time, thanks,
 
 
Russell E. Mau, PhD, PE
Regional Engineer
Office of Drinking Water
Washington State Department of Health
16201 East Indiana Avenue, Suite 1500, Spokane Valley, WA  99216
Russell.Mau@doh.wa.gov
509-329-2116 | www.doh.wa.gov
 


From: Kelly Bacon (CD) <kelly.bacon.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 2, 2021 8:16 AM
To: Pat Nicholson <pat.nicholson@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Ryan McAllister <ryan.mcallister@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Kim Dawson <kim.dawson@co.kittitas.wa.us>;
Julie Kjorsvik <julie.kjorsvik@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Toni Berkshire <toni.berkshire@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Jesse Cox <jesse.cox@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Holly Erdman
<Holly.erdman@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Lisa Lawrence <lisa.lawrence@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Patti Johnson <patti.johnson@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Candie Leader
<candie.leader@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Gail Weyand <gail.weyand.pw@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Yakima Nation - Jessica <jessica@yakama.com>; Yakima Nation - J
Marvin <jmarvin@yakama.com>; 'johnson@yakama.com' <johnson@yakama.com>; Yakama Nation - Enviromental Review
<enviroreview@yakama.com>; ECY RE SEPA REGISTER <separegister@ecy.wa.gov>; ECY RE SEPA REGISTER <separegister@ecy.wa.gov>; Clear, Gwen
(ECY) <GCLE461@ECY.WA.GOV>; 'migi461@ecy.wa.gov' <migi461@ecy.wa.gov>; Downes, Scott G (DFW) <Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov>; Nelson, Jennifer
L (DFW) <Jennifer.Nelson@dfw.wa.gov>; Torrey, Elizabeth M (DFW) <Elizabeth.Torrey@dfw.wa.gov>; WS DAHP <sepa@dahp.wa.gov>; James E Brooks
Library - Jorgenja <jorgenja@cwu.edu>; James E Brooks Library - Nelmsk <nelmsk@cwu.edu>; Mike Flory <mike.flory@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Douglas
Mitchell <douglas.mitchell@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Jeremy Larson <jeremy.larson@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Steph Mifflin <stephanie.mifflin@co.kittitas.wa.us>;
Mau, Russell E (DOH) <Russell.Mau@DOH.WA.GOV>; Kennedy, Becky (DNR) <Becky.Kennedy@dnr.wa.gov>; PRESTON, CINDY (DNR)
<CINDY.PRESTON@dnr.wa.gov>; DNR RE AQ LEASING RIVERS <DNRREAQLEASINGRIVERS@dnr.wa.gov>; 'Allison Kimball
(brooksideconsulting@gmail.com)' <brooksideconsulting@gmail.com>; '(tribune@nkctribune.com)' <tribune@nkctribune.com>; 'terry@nkctribune.com'
<terry@nkctribune.com>; Gallagher, Michael (DOHi) <mgallagher@kvnews.com>; 'legals@kvnews.com' <legals@kvnews.com>;
'deborah.j.knaub@usace.army.mil' <deborah.j.knaub@usace.army.mil>; 'lhendrix@usbr.gov' <lhendrix@usbr.gov>; 'Michael.j.daniels3.civ@mail.mil'
<Michael.j.daniels3.civ@mail.mil>; 'mark.a.gradwohl.civ@mail.mil' <mark.a.gradwohl.civ@mail.mil>; 'Kimberly.peacher@navy.mil'
<Kimberly.peacher@navy.mil>; 'robert@cityofcleelum.com' <robert@cityofcleelum.com>; 'kswanson@cityofcleelum.com'
<kswanson@cityofcleelum.com>; 'Lucy Temple' <IMCEAEX-
_O=KITTITAS_OU=EXCHANGE+20ADMINISTRATIVE+20GROUP+20+28FYDIBOHF23SPDLT+29_CN=RECIPIENTS_CN=LUCY+20TEMPLECE8@co.kittitas.wa.us>;
Gary Wargo <wargog@cersd.org>; 'montgomeryr@cersd.org' <montgomeryr@cersd.org>; 'KVFD 7 OFFICE' <Office@kcfd7.com>; 'Jessica Lally'
<Jessica_Lally@Yakama.com>; 'Jon Shellenberger' <Jon_Shellenberger@Yakama.com>; 'Noah Oliver' <Noah_Oliver@yakama.com>;
'corrine_camuso@yakama.com' <corrine_camuso@yakama.com>; 'kate@yakama.com' <kate@yakama.com>; 'guy.moura@colvilletribes.com'
<guy.moura@colvilletribes.com>; 'steve@snoqualmietribe.us' <steve@snoqualmietribe.us>; WS DAHP <sepa@dahp.wa.gov>; 'Aren Orsen (HSY)'
<Aren.Orsen.HSY@colvilletribes.com>; 'kdkistler@bpa.gov' <kdkistler@bpa.gov>; 'klarned@fs.fed.us' <klarned@fs.fed.us>; 'prilucj@wsdot.wa.gov'
<prilucj@wsdot.wa.gov>; 'kaiserm@wsdot.wa.gov' <kaiserm@wsdot.wa.gov>; 'scplanning@wsdot.wa.gov' <scplanning@wsdot.wa.gov>; Harmon, Lynn
(PARKS) <Lynn.Harmon@PARKS.WA.GOV>
Cc: 'Spencer Parr' <spencer@washingtonlawcenter.com>; 'Josh Mitchell' <jmitchell6686@hotmail.com>; Jeremy Johnston
<jeremy.johnston@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Rachael Stevie (CD) <rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us>
Subject: Notice of Application - CU-20-00006 Swiftwater Storage
 


External Email


Good morning,
 
Kittitas County CDS is requesting comment on the Conditional Use application CU-20-00006 Swiftwater Storage.
 
The proposed project would establish 12 mini warehouse facilities, 3 carport style roof-over-concrete structures, uncovered boat and RV storage and a
single family residence.  All application documents can be found through the links below.  I have also attached the SEPA Checklist for recording.  Please
let me know if you have any issues accessing the materials.  Comments are due for this application by 5pm on March 17, 2021.  If CDS does not receive
comments by this date, we will assume your agency has no interest in the application.
 
CU-20-00006 Swiftwater Storage  Internal
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CU-20-00006 Swiftwater Storage  External
 
 
Thank you,
 
 


Kelly Bacon
Planner I
Kittitas County Community Development Services
411 N. Ruby Street, Ste 2
Ellensburg, WA 98926
Office: (509) 962-7539
Kelly.bacon.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us
 
Please Note:  In an effort to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 and the Governor’s "Safe Start" reopening plan, Kittitas County Community Development Services is currently in
Phase 2 and is open to the public in a limited capacity. At this time many of us are on a rotating schedule working from home and in the office; during this time I will do my best
to respond to you as promptly as possible.
 
 
 


The information transmitted by this email is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed. This email may contain confidential and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient of
this message, be aware that any use, review, retransmission, distribution, or reproduction is strictly prohibited. If you received this in error, please contact the sender immediately and delete the material from all
devices. 
message id: 38eb45916c6dcbdac24bb8719d004a14
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From: Holly Erdman
To: Kelly Bacon (CD)
Subject: RE: Notice of Application - CU-20-00006 Swiftwater Storage
Date: Thursday, March 11, 2021 8:52:31 AM


Kelly,
 
Public health has reviewed this application.  There is no proposed water for the public associated
with this project and the applicants have been working with Zac Bales on the proposed septic
system.
 
We have no further comments or concerns at this time.
 
Thank you,
 
Holly Erdman
 


From: Kelly Bacon (CD) <kelly.bacon.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 02, 2021 8:16 AM
To: Pat Nicholson <pat.nicholson@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Ryan McAllister
<ryan.mcallister@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Kim Dawson <kim.dawson@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Julie Kjorsvik
<julie.kjorsvik@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Toni Berkshire <toni.berkshire@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Jesse Cox
<jesse.cox@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Holly Erdman <Holly.erdman@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Lisa Lawrence
<lisa.lawrence@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Patti Johnson <patti.johnson@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Candie Leader
<candie.leader@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Gail Weyand <gail.weyand.pw@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Yakima Nation
- Jessica <jessica@yakama.com>; Yakima Nation - J Marvin <jmarvin@yakama.com>;
'johnson@yakama.com' <johnson@yakama.com>; Yakama Nation - Enviromental Review
<enviroreview@yakama.com>; SEPA Register <separegister@ecy.wa.gov>; SEPA Unit
<sepaunit@ecy.wa.gov>; DOE - gcle <gcle461@ecy.wa.gov>; 'migi461@ecy.wa.gov'
<migi461@ecy.wa.gov>; WDFW - Scott Downes <scott.downes@dfw.wa.gov>; WDFW - Jennifer
Nelson <jennifer.nelson@dfw.wa.gov>; WDFW - Elizabeth Torrey <elizabeth.torrey@dfw.wa.gov>;
WS DAHP <sepa@dahp.wa.gov>; James E Brooks Library - Jorgenja <jorgenja@cwu.edu>; James E
Brooks Library - Nelmsk <nelmsk@cwu.edu>; Mike Flory <mike.flory@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Douglas
Mitchell <douglas.mitchell@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Jeremy Larson <jeremy.larson@co.kittitas.wa.us>;
Steph Mifflin <stephanie.mifflin@co.kittitas.wa.us>; WA State Department of Health - Russell
<russell.mau@doh.wa.gov>; 'becky.kennedy@dnr.wa.gov' <becky.kennedy@dnr.wa.gov>;
'PRESTON, CINDY (DNR)' <CINDY.PRESTON@dnr.wa.gov>; 'rivers@dnr.wa.gov' <rivers@dnr.wa.gov>;
'Allison Kimball (brooksideconsulting@gmail.com)' <brooksideconsulting@gmail.com>;
'(tribune@nkctribune.com)' <tribune@nkctribune.com>; 'terry@nkctribune.com'
<terry@nkctribune.com>; 'mgallagher@kvnews.com' <mgallagher@kvnews.com>;
'legals@kvnews.com' <legals@kvnews.com>; 'deborah.j.knaub@usace.army.mil'
<deborah.j.knaub@usace.army.mil>; 'lhendrix@usbr.gov' <lhendrix@usbr.gov>;
'Michael.j.daniels3.civ@mail.mil' <Michael.j.daniels3.civ@mail.mil>; 'mark.a.gradwohl.civ@mail.mil'
<mark.a.gradwohl.civ@mail.mil>; 'Kimberly.peacher@navy.mil' <Kimberly.peacher@navy.mil>;
'robert@cityofcleelum.com' <robert@cityofcleelum.com>; 'kswanson@cityofcleelum.com'
<kswanson@cityofcleelum.com>; 'Lucy Temple'; wargog@cersd.org; 'montgomeryr@cersd.org'
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<montgomeryr@cersd.org>; 'KVFD 7 OFFICE' <Office@kcfd7.com>; 'Jessica Lally'
<Jessica_Lally@Yakama.com>; 'Jon Shellenberger' <Jon_Shellenberger@Yakama.com>; 'Noah Oliver'
<Noah_Oliver@yakama.com>; 'corrine_camuso@yakama.com' <corrine_camuso@yakama.com>;
'kate@yakama.com' <kate@yakama.com>; 'guy.moura@colvilletribes.com'
<guy.moura@colvilletribes.com>; 'steve@snoqualmietribe.us' <steve@snoqualmietribe.us>; WS
DAHP <sepa@dahp.wa.gov>; 'Aren Orsen (HSY)' <Aren.Orsen.HSY@colvilletribes.com>;
'kdkistler@bpa.gov' <kdkistler@bpa.gov>; 'klarned@fs.fed.us' <klarned@fs.fed.us>;
'prilucj@wsdot.wa.gov' <prilucj@wsdot.wa.gov>; 'kaiserm@wsdot.wa.gov'
<kaiserm@wsdot.wa.gov>; 'scplanning@wsdot.wa.gov' <scplanning@wsdot.wa.gov>;
'Lynn.Harmon@PARKS.WA.GOV' <Lynn.Harmon@PARKS.WA.GOV>
Cc: 'Spencer Parr' <spencer@washingtonlawcenter.com>; 'Josh Mitchell'
<jmitchell6686@hotmail.com>; Jeremy Johnston <jeremy.johnston@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Rachael
Stevie (CD) <rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us>
Subject: Notice of Application - CU-20-00006 Swiftwater Storage
 
Good morning,
 
Kittitas County CDS is requesting comment on the Conditional Use application CU-20-00006
Swiftwater Storage.
 
The proposed project would establish 12 mini warehouse facilities, 3 carport style roof-over-
concrete structures, uncovered boat and RV storage and a single family residence.  All application
documents can be found through the links below.  I have also attached the SEPA Checklist for
recording.  Please let me know if you have any issues accessing the materials.  Comments are due for
this application by 5pm on March 17, 2021.  If CDS does not receive comments by this date, we will
assume your agency has no interest in the application.
 
CU-20-00006 Swiftwater Storage  Internal
 
CU-20-00006 Swiftwater Storage  External
 
 
Thank you,
 
 


Kelly Bacon
Planner I
Kittitas County Community Development Services
411 N. Ruby Street, Ste 2
Ellensburg, WA 98926
Office: (509) 962-7539
Kelly.bacon.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us
 
Please Note:  In an effort to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 and the Governor’s "Safe Start" reopening plan, Kittitas
County Community Development Services is currently in Phase 2 and is open to the public in a limited capacity. At
this time many of us are on a rotating schedule working from home and in the office; during this time I will do my
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best to respond to you as promptly as possible.
 
 
 


The information transmitted by this email is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed. This email may contain
confidential and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, be aware that any use, review,
retransmission, distribution, or reproduction is strictly prohibited. If you received this in error, please contact the sender immediately and
delete the material from all devices. 
message id: 38eb45916c6dcbdac24bb8719d004a14







      
 
 


411 North Ruby Street, Suite 1 TEL (509) 962-7523 
Ellensburg, WA  98926 FAX (509) 962-7663  
 
 


KITTITAS COUNTY 


DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 


MEMORANDUM 
 


TO:  Community Development Services 
FROM:  Public Works Plan Review Team 
DATE:  March 16, 2021 
SUBJECT: CU-20-00006 Swiftwater Storage 
 
The Department of Public Works has reviewed the permit for the Swiftwater Storage 
Conditional Use Permit and has the following comments: 


A. Access permit: Kittitas County Public Works will require an access permit for the 
commercial entrance. WSDOT approval for the commercial use of the SR970 access 
will be a requirement of the access permit. 


B. Grading Permit: A grading permit is required for any dirt work exceeding 100 cubic 
yards of excavation and/or fill. Any grading exceeding 500 cubic yards of material will 
require engineered grading and stormwater plans designed by a licensed engineer in 
the State of Washington.   


C. Stormwater Plan:   Engineered Stormwater plans are required if the project 
generates an impervious surface exceeding 5000 square feet. The stormwater system 
will comply with the Stormwater Management Manual for Eastern Washington 
(SWMMEW). 


Additionally, when the applicant submits for building permits please provide a 
stormwater plan, as directed by the Eastern Washington Stormwater Manual, and 
address all relevant core elements.  Please note that if a grading permit will be 
acquired for this project, the stormwater plan will be required prior to building 
permits as a part of the grading permit process. 


D. Transportation Concurrency: A transportation impact analysis (TIA) may be required 
for all development that will generate more than nine (9) peak hour vehicle trips 
unless the requirement for a study has been waived by the Public Works Director. 


E. Flood: This property is located within the 100-year floodplain. All activities within 
the floodplain must be permitted through the floodplain development permit 
process. All construction, including structures that are exempt from a building 
permit, must follow the guidelines within KCC 14.08. Structures may be subject to 
mandatory flood insurance purchase requirements.  


  







Dept. of Public Works 
Page 2 
 
 


 
 
411 North Ruby Street, Suite 1 TEL (509) 962-7523 
Ellensburg, WA  98926 FAX (509) 962-7663  


For all walled and roofed structures in the 100-year floodplain, elevation certificates 
are required as part of the floodplain development permitting process. It is the 
responsibility of the owner or owner’s authorized agent to obtain elevation 
certificates. For residential structures located within the 100-year floodplain, a pre-
application meeting is required prior to submitting a residential building permit.  


 
Please contact the Floodplain Manager at Public Works (509)-962-7690 early in your 
planning process for more information about requirements for this development in 
the floodplain. 


 


 


 


 


 


 















 
State of Washington 


DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 
South Central Region • Ellensburg District Office • 1130 W. University Way, Ellensburg, WA  98926 


 


March 17, 2021 


 


Kelly Bacon 


Planner 


Kittitas County Community Development Services 


411 N. Ruby Street, Ste 2 


Ellensburg, WA 98926 


 


SUBJECT: WDFW COMMENTS ON SWIFTWATER STORAGE CU-20-00006 


 


Dear Kelly Bacon, 


 


The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) has reviewed the application materials associated 


with the proposed new Swiftwater Storage facility along State Route 970 near Cle Elum, and we appreciate the 


opportunity to comment on this project.   


 


We are familiar with the stream and associated wetland complex along the northern boundary of this project and 


have been to various locations upstream and downstream of this property.  This waterbody provides high 


quality fish habitat for numerous native fishes.  The wetland characteristics also provide numerous wildlife 


benefits for a variety of wildlife species including amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals.  We appreciate the 


applicants’ acknowledgement of these important critical areas (Fish and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Areas 


and Wetlands).  We agree that the buffer from the edge of the wetland should be no less than 100 feet to 


preserve the functions and values of these important habitats.  Additionally, we would be happy to provide 


technical assistance to further enhance the habitat within these critical areas if the proponents were interested. 


 


While the application materials address the Fish and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Areas and Wetlands on the 


property, they do not adequately address Frequently Flooded Areas.  Nearly the entire parcel is mapped within 


the 100-year floodplain and yet the materials provide little information for how the site will be graded or 


potential compensatory floodplain mitigation measures.  The flows within the wall-based channel on this 


property fluctuate seasonally with flows in the Yakima River.  This is common with wall-based floodplain 


channels like the stream on this property.  The water table on this property likely fluctuates in a similar manner.  


The depth to groundwater during all seasons will be critical to understanding the effectiveness of compensatory 


floodplain mitigation measures as well as stormwater treatment.  The stormwater treatment area shown is 


adjacent to the wetland/stream buffer and we have concerns that there will not be adequate separation of the 


stormwater from these critical areas. 


 


The application materials briefly mention there will be an RV repair shop and they reference traffic impacts 


from the primitive camping area.  However, there were not enough details to understand how these facilities 


will be operated to evaluate whether there will be potential impacts to critical areas.  


 


WDFW recommends the following: 


• Final site grading should be available for review to understand how the changed topography may or 


may not impact the associated critical areas and their functions and values. 
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• Final stormwater management plans should clearly show that stormwater can be captured and treated 


without impacting groundwater or critical area buffers throughout the seasons and fluctuating water 


levels.  Please consider using pervious surfaces, particularly in the open and covered parking areas to 


reduce stormwater runoff. 


• Please provide additional details for the operation of the RV repair facilities and primitive campground 


areas so we can understand how these may or may not impact critical areas. 


• Please direct lighting downward to comply with the DarkSky best practices 


• When possible, please use native vegetation within the landscaping.  It will provide additional wildlife 


benefits and in many cases is drought tolerant so will require less maintenance.  WDFW will be pleased 


to work with the applicants to make specific recommendations based on their needs. 


Please feel free to contact me at (509) 961-6639 or Jennifer.nelson@dfw.wa.gov  with any questions about 


these comments. 


 


Sincerely, 


 


 
 


Jennifer Nelson 


Area Habitat Biologist 



https://www.darksky.org/

mailto:Jennifer.nelson@dfw.wa.gov

















































From: Early, Shane (DNR)
To: Kelly Bacon (CD)
Cc: MAUNEY, MARTY (DNR); KELLER, ERIC (DNR); YOUNG, BRENDA (DNR); PRESTON, CINDY (DNR); Kennedy,


Becky (DNR)
Subject: RE: DNR comments on SEPA for Swiftwater Storage - CU-20-00006
Date: Monday, March 15, 2021 8:58:04 AM
Attachments: image001.png


Good morning,
 
Washington Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Forest Practices would like to formally
comment on the Conditional Use Permit under SEPA review by Kittitas County, for Swiftwater
Storage, located in Section 32 – Township 20N – Range 16E.  While the SEPA checklist only notes the
need to remove “grasses and other vegetation”, the location appears to have recently had conifer
trees removed, and our forester stopped by the site and noted that the stumps of these trees were
being ground up.  As such, this action seems to be a conversion of the property to non-forestry,
and should require an approved Forest Practices Application/Notification (FPA) from the DNR
prior to further conversion activities.
 


Noting that comments are due before March 17th, please confirm having received these.  Kittitas
County Planning or the project proponent are welcome to contact the DNR with any questions.
 
Thank you,
 


Shane
 
Shane Early
Forest Practices Coordinator
Southeast Region
Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
(  (509) 925-0948
*   shane.early@dnr.wa.gov
    www.dnr.wa.gov
Please consider whether you can save paper by not printing this message. 


 
 



mailto:Shane.Early@dnr.wa.gov

mailto:kelly.bacon.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us

mailto:MARTIN.MAUNEY@dnr.wa.gov

mailto:Eric.Keller@dnr.wa.gov

mailto:brenda.young@dnr.wa.gov

mailto:CINDY.PRESTON@dnr.wa.gov

mailto:Becky.Kennedy@dnr.wa.gov

mailto:Becky.Kennedy@dnr.wa.gov

mailto:shane.early@dnr.wa.gov
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STATE OF WASHINGTON 


DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
1250 West Alder Street  Union Gap, Washington 98903-0009  (509) 575-2490 


 
 
March 15, 2021 
 
 
 
Kelly Bacon 
Kittitas County Community Development 
411 N. Ruby St., Suite 2 
Ellensburg, WA 98926 
 
Re:  SEPA Register 202101042, CU-20-00006 
 
Dear Kelly Bacon: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Pre-Threshold Consultation for the 
establishment of the Swiftwater Storage 12 mini warehouse facilities, 3 carport style roof-over-
concrete structures, uncovered boat and RV storage and a single family residence, proposed 
WLC Property Holdings, LLC. The Department of Ecology (Ecology) has reviewed the 
environmental checklist and has the following comments. 
 
SHORELANDS/ENVIRONMENTAL ASSISTANCE   
 
Upon reviewing the October 12, 2020, Critical Area Report for Parcel 15445, conducted by 
Sewall Wetland Consulting, Inc. Ecology staff would like to request a joint site visit with County 
to verify the wetland boundary.  The delineated wetland boundary was not provided within the 
critical area report.  It is unclear where the boundary of the wetland is proposed.  Ecology 
recommends the County request a detailed map demonstrating the wetland boundaries prior to 
conducting a joint site visit. 
 
Ecology staff concur a Category II wetland with a Habitat Score of 8 or greater requires a largest 
buffer width, the County can offer at 100 feet.  However, the statement the buffer could 
“possibly reduced below 100’ with enhancement plantings”, is incorrect. 
 
Ecology’s interagency guidance document, Wetland Mitigation in Washington Part 1, outlines 
the use of buffer averaging and recommended buffer widths. In addition, both can also be found 
in the Eastern WA CAO Guidance document (publication 16-06-002). These documents 
demonstrate that the buffer is assumed to be appropriately vegetated with native species and if it 
is sparsely vegetated, mowed/maintained, or vegetated with non-native, invasive species, it is to 
be planted prior to a conversion in landuse.  Therefore the use of enhancement planting in buffer 
as mitigation is not acceptable.  
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The buffer width should be vegetated prior to construction.  As there is a change in landuse the 
buffer must be planted. Without a planted buffer the storage unit should be located even further 
away from the wetland.  Planting the buffer will reduce noise, dust and other pollutants from 
entering the wetland, and provide structure adjacent to the wetland.  
 
Mitigation sequencing must be used to avoid and minimize impacts to wetland habitat to the 
greatest extent possible.  
 
In the event impacts to wetlands and wetland buffers are unavoidable, a compensatory mitigation 
and monitoring plan must be submitted to the City for review and consideration, per their Critical 
Area Code.  
 
Discharges into Waters of the State are regulated by the State under the Water Pollution Control 
Act, RCW 90.48 and Section 401 of the Clean Water Act and could require Ecology’s review 
and authorization.  
 
Placement of fill in wetlands may require an individual or general (nationwide) permit from the 
U.S. Army of Corps of Engineers (Corps).  We advise the applicant to contact the Corps to 
determine if a permit is needed. 
 
Ecology recommends the County request a copy of the proposed wetland boundary lines, set up a 
time for a joint site visit this spring, and request a buffer planting plan for those area located 
within the buffer that will not be impacted, and a mitigation plan for those area within the buffer 
that will be impacted.   We look forward to continuing to work with the County in the protection 
of their critical areas and implementation of their wetland codes.  Please contact Lori White, at 
(509) 575-2616 or lori.white@ecy.wa.gov, should you have any questions regarding the above 
comments.    
 
WATER QUALITY  
 
Project with Potential to Discharge Off-Site 
If the project anticipates disturbing ground with the potential for stormwater discharge off-site, 
the NPDES Construction Stormwater General Permit is recommended.  This permit requires that 
the SEPA checklist fully disclose anticipated activities including building, road construction and 
utility placements.  Obtaining a permit may take 38-60 days.  
  
The permit requires that a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (Erosion Sediment Control 
Plan) shall be prepared and implemented for all permitted construction sites.  These control 
measures must be able to prevent soil from being carried into surface water and storm drains by 
stormwater runoff.  Permit coverage and erosion control measures must be in place prior to any 
clearing, grading, or construction. 



mailto:lori.white@ecy.wa.gov
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In the event that an unpermitted Stormwater discharge does occur off-site, it is a violation of 
Chapter 90.48 RCW, Water Pollution Control and is subject to enforcement action. 
 
More information on the stormwater program may be found on Ecology's stormwater website at: 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/stormwater/construction/. Please submit an application or 
contact Wendy Neet at the Dept. of Ecology, 509-454-7277, with questions about this permit. 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
 
Gwen Clear 
Environmental Review Coordinator 
Central Regional Office 
(509) 575-2012 
crosepa@ecy.wa.gov 
 
 



http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/stormwater/construction/

mailto:crosepacoordinator@ecy.wa.gov





 
March 16, 2021 
 
 
 
Kittitas County Community Development Services 
411 N. Ruby Street, Ste 2 
Ellensburg, WA 98926 
 
Attn: Kelly Bacon, Planner 
 
RE: CU-20-00006 – Swiftwater Storage 
 SR 970 milepost 1.95 Lt. 
 
We have reviewed the proposed project and have the following comments. 
 
• The subject property is adjacent to State Route 970 (SR 970), a Managed Access Class 1 


highway with a posted speed limit of 55 miles per hour.  Currently, access to the property is 
via the permitted joint-use access at milepost 1.95 Lt.  The proponent may continue to use 
this access; however, an updated access connection permit must be obtained for the proposed 
change in use.  The property owner must contact Mark Kaiser at (509) 577-1668, to apply. 
 


• Any proposed lighting must be direct down towards the site and away from SR 970. 
 


• Stormwater or surface runoff generated by this proposal must be retained and treated on site.  
An approved utility permit is required for any discharge of water onto SR 970 right-of-way. 


 
• Any outdoor advertising or motorist signing considered for this project will need to comply 


with state criteria.  Please contact Trevor McCain of the WSDOT Headquarters Traffic Office 
for specifics.  He can be reached at (360) 705-7282. 


 
• In this location, WSDOT right-of-way extends 75’ from the highway centerline.  The 


proponent should be aware, any encroachment, including but not limited to grading, fencing, 
or landscaping, will not be allowed within the highway right-of-way.  


 
Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on this proposal.  If you have any 
questions regarding this letter, please contact Jacob Prilucik at (509) 577-1635. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Paul Gonseth, P.E. 
Region Planning Engineer 
 
PG: jjp 
cc: SR 970, File #2020-001 
 Mike Krahenbuhl, Area 1 Maintenance Superintendent 







From: Jessica Lally
To: Kelly Bacon (CD)
Cc: Ian Gray; Corrine Camuso
Subject: Re: Notice of Application - CU-20-00006 Swiftwater Storage
Date: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 12:40:51 PM


Hi Kelly,


Yakama Nation CRP requests a cultural survey due to high probability.


Thank you.


Jessica Lally
Yakama Nation Archaeologist
Cultural Resources Program
509-865-5121 x4766


From: Kelly Bacon (CD) <kelly.bacon.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us>
Sent: Tuesday, March 2, 2021 8:16 AM
To: Pat Nicholson; Ryan McAllister; Kim Dawson; Julie Kjorsvik; Toni Berkshire; Jesse Cox; Holly
Erdman; Lisa Lawrence; Patti Johnson; Candie Leader; Gail Weyand; Jessica Lally; John Marvin;
'johnson@yakama.com'; Environmental Review; SEPA Register; SEPA Unit; DOE - gcle;
'migi461@ecy.wa.gov'; WDFW - Scott Downes; WDFW - Jennifer Nelson; WDFW - Elizabeth Torrey;
WS DAHP ; James E Brooks Library - Jorgenja; James E Brooks Library - Nelmsk; Mike Flory; Douglas
Mitchell; Jeremy Larson; Steph Mifflin; WA State Department of Health - Russell;
'becky.kennedy@dnr.wa.gov'; 'PRESTON, CINDY (DNR)'; 'rivers@dnr.wa.gov'; 'Allison Kimball
(brooksideconsulting@gmail.com)'; '(tribune@nkctribune.com)'; 'terry@nkctribune.com';
'mgallagher@kvnews.com'; 'legals@kvnews.com'; 'deborah.j.knaub@usace.army.mil';
'lhendrix@usbr.gov'; 'Michael.j.daniels3.civ@mail.mil'; 'mark.a.gradwohl.civ@mail.mil';
'Kimberly.peacher@navy.mil'; 'robert@cityofcleelum.com'; 'kswanson@cityofcleelum.com'; 'Lucy
Temple'; wargog@cersd.org; 'montgomeryr@cersd.org'; 'KVFD 7 OFFICE'; Jessica Lally; Jon
Shellenberger; Noah Oliver; Corrine Camuso; Kate Valdez; 'guy.moura@colvilletribes.com';
'steve@snoqualmietribe.us'; WS DAHP ; 'Aren Orsen (HSY)'; 'kdkistler@bpa.gov'; 'klarned@fs.fed.us';
'prilucj@wsdot.wa.gov'; 'kaiserm@wsdot.wa.gov'; 'scplanning@wsdot.wa.gov';
'Lynn.Harmon@PARKS.WA.GOV'
Cc: 'Spencer Parr'; 'Josh Mitchell'; Jeremy Johnston; Rachael Stevie (CD)
Subject: Notice of Application - CU-20-00006 Swiftwater Storage
 
Good morning,
 
Kittitas County CDS is requesting comment on the Conditional Use application CU-20-00006
Swiftwater Storage.



mailto:Jessica_Lally@Yakama.com

mailto:kelly.bacon.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us

mailto:Ian_Gray@Yakama.com

mailto:Corrine_Camuso@Yakama.com





 
The proposed project would establish 12 mini warehouse facilities, 3 carport style roof-over-
concrete structures, uncovered boat and RV storage and a single family residence.  All application
documents can be found through the links below.  I have also attached the SEPA Checklist for
recording.  Please let me know if you have any issues accessing the materials.  Comments are due for
this application by 5pm on March 17, 2021.  If CDS does not receive comments by this date, we will
assume your agency has no interest in the application.
 
CU-20-00006 Swiftwater Storage  Internal
 
CU-20-00006 Swiftwater Storage  External
 
 
Thank you,
 
 


Kelly Bacon
Planner I
Kittitas County Community Development Services
411 N. Ruby Street, Ste 2
Ellensburg, WA 98926
Office: (509) 962-7539
Kelly.bacon.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us
 
Please Note:  In an effort to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 and the Governor’s "Safe Start" reopening plan, Kittitas
County Community Development Services is currently in Phase 2 and is open to the public in a limited capacity. At
this time many of us are on a rotating schedule working from home and in the office; during this time I will do my
best to respond to you as promptly as possible.
 
 


The information transmitted by this email is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed. This email may contain
confidential and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, be aware that any use, review,
retransmission, distribution, or reproduction is strictly prohibited. If you received this in error, please contact the sender immediately and
delete the material from all devices. 
message id: 38eb45916c6dcbdac24bb8719d004a14 



file:////kitnt/department/teams/CDS/Projects/CUP/CU%202020/CU-20-00006%20Swiftwater%20Storage

https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/cds/land-use/project-details.aspx?title=Conditional%20Use%20Permits&project=CU-20-00006+Swiftwater+Storage





From: Ryan DeKnikker
To: Kelly Bacon (CD)
Cc: John Marvin
Subject: Conditional Use Permit-Swiftwater Storage
Date: Thursday, March 11, 2021 1:24:56 PM
Attachments: YN to Kittitas Co - Swiftwater Storage CU-20-00006.pdf


Good Afternoon,
Please see attached Yakama Nation DNR comments RE: STATE ENVIRONMENTAL
POLICY ACT, CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT – CU-20-00006-SWIFTWATER STORAGE.
Thank You,


-- 
Ryan DeKnikker
Yakama Nation
Fish Habitat Biologist
509-945-5389
 



mailto:dekr@yakamafish-nsn.gov

mailto:kelly.bacon.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us
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